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Pal, xxxii. 9, 10. Be ye not as mY Hoſo, © or as the Mie, 
which have no underſlanding e whoſe mouth muſt be held in 


with bit and bridle.--- Many Sorrows ſhall be to the wicked. 


Heb. xii. I, 2:---Let us lay afide'cvery weight, and the Sin 
whith doth eaſily beſet us, ous run with Patience the Race 
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A Preface to the READER. 
555 p- ophet Jeremiah ſaid (Chap. 8. 6.) E 
hearkned and heard they ſpake not aright : 
no Man repented him of his wickedneſs, 
9 ſaying, What have I done? every one turned 
to his courſe as the Horfe ruſheth into the 


Battle. Alas! What outragious madneſs and fury are Men 
Poſſeſs d with! How do they flrengthen themſelves againſt the 
Almighty, and run upon him, even on his neck, upon the 
thick boſſes of his buckler 1 (7e 15. 25, 26,) Thus all 
do, that walk in ways of Profanity and Hypocriſy, in open or 
ſecret Rebellion againſt God. But whence proceeds this their 
madneſs ? It proceeds from their Luſis which wilt not give 
leave to conſider their ways ; and their carnal Mind which is 
enmity again God. And whereto doth it tend and lead. 
Men; To innumerable Miſeries in this Life, and the Pains 
of Hell forever. No wonder then, that the Prophet took no- 
rice of and bewailed the Declenſions of backſliding Judah, the * 
profeſſing People of God, and in the Name of the Lord of hoſts, 
denounced moſt tremendous Fudgments on them, which accord- 
ingly they met with. And have not the profeſſing Revple of 
God in this Land wery great reaſon to fear ſome terrible 
deſclating Fudgments ; for, What are we better than the Jews 
were £ except, that we have greater Privileges than they. 
But theſe, tho' they are an hedge of diſtinction between us and 
the Pagan World, yet are no Hall of defence againſt an In- 
nundation f -ruinating Calamities, Yet rather our abuſed. 
| Privileges will expoſe us to the greater Vengeance of a jealaus 
end proveked God. For howſoever he may wink at and for- 
bear an ignorant World, be will ſeverely puniſb thoſe that deſ= 
Piſe and violate his holy Covenant made known to em. _ 3. 
; | 2. Lou 


— — — 


* — „ — — 


| 
| 


— — * — * 
— — —— — 


E F A C E. 
2. You only have I known of all the Families of the Earth 
therefore I will puniſh” you for your Iniquities. The Hol 
Gd tobo threatens ms in his Mrd and by his Judgment 

(the miæt with many and great Mercies) if we, continue ti 
walk contrary to him, will yet puniſh us ſeven times more fi 
our Sins, and avange the quarrel of his Covenant, Tis there 

A fore a vain ebing. to ſay, The Temple of the Lord, the 

; Temple of the Lord, and depend an our external Privilege = 

Or, If God ſhou'd not fir ite us any more, nor ſend on us Pe 
rury, Peſiilence or Sword ; yet ſurely it ſhall be Ill with tha 

Wicked, the Sinner tho' an hundred Years old ſhall be 

nocutſed. The Sinners in Zion may well be ſurprized wit! 2 75 
Fear, for they are in danger FA everlaſting Burnings. But 
hiwever it fares with the Godly here, when they periſh from 
the Earth, they are not only taken from the Evil to come 
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F but fhall enter into Peace, and enjy that Reft which remain 85 
4 for the People of God. Noto then, ſeeing the Lion (of th 
. Tyibe of Judah) has roared, andthe Lord ſpoken theſe thingy S 


who can but Prophecy, Amos 3. 8. Therefore one who 1 
uo Prophet nor a Prophets Son, may, without any juſt impu 
tation of Arrogance, Warn the Wicked, yea, he a Monite 
" to the Righteous. And accordingly the Author of this Book 
(whoſe Name (we believe) is written in the Beok of Life 

| Var he # a very nndeft, ſober, ſerious, religious young Ma 
| filled with Zeal for the Glory of God, and the Good of hi 
3 fellow Creatures) is willing to caſt ſomething into the Trea 
2 fury, which every one that Reads may draw out, to the in 
riching of thetr Souls with Grace and Comfort thro” our Lor 
Jeſus Chriſt. Now that we may all ds fo, is the ferve 
Prayer of © | 
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Nee by divine Grace to ſpeak in this 
Treatiſe of a few things, which 1 hope will 
tend to the Glory of God and the Good of 
es * Fellow-Creatures. 


CHAP. I. 


puy Firſt, Of the Sin of Drunkenneſs and Taverns Fauntings, 
«thyhich prompts Men to thoſe things which have a tendency 
30, plunge them into thoſe Extravagancies by which they lay 
ift$hem{elves open to the Wrath of God, What a miſerable 
Jan Pondition is all Mankind brought into by our firſt Parents: 
F hi ieiding to the Temptation of the Devil; for all are ſallen in 
redÞ{danis L ranſgreſſion: We all bring deprav' d Natures into- 
he World with us, which turn us aſide as a bicken Bow: 
Lor Ve are all bent toSin, and that continually ; we go re a5 
ven on as we are born. What a miſerable Creature is Man, a 

-ump of Corruption, a heap of Vanity, expos'd to T'emp- 

ations and prone to yield to them: For if our Fa /? Parent. 
R. ere created in a holy State, having a Nature free front 0 
„ arnal Inclinations ; yielded to the perſwaſion of the Cd 

derpent; how much more weak and unable arc we their. 

fu Offspring. to wihiland. the leaſt Temptation, Xe, 


a | | while. 


1 
” * 
. — —ꝛ-—̃ — — & 


6 A Bridle for Sinners, 
while in a natural Eftate, become an eaſy prey to our Ad: 


Drinking, and it groweth on them more and more. More 


I muſt fay, Is not our Cry waxed great before the Lord a: 
Sadom's Sin was? And have we nat juſt reaſon, to fear The 
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verſary the Devil who goes about ſeeking whom be may devour; 
and he knows how to bait his Hook, knows that ſome Men 
crave Drink more than others; he draws them on to Drink: 
He tells them they may take ſo much and need no more; ſo they 
give way to his Temptation, and Drink time after time, till 
Cuſtom breeds and ſtrengthens the Habit and Inclination o 


over, The Devil makes uſe of Idle Companions to dray 
them further into this Sin. Now he mult take ſome to re 
freſh his Nature, ſome to raiſe his Spirits. The Devil ſug- 
geſts to him, that he may take ſome for Delight, ſome to 
Drink with his Friend, he may Drink ſomething more than 
he-needs to oblige Company : Sometimes there comes in one 
he has not ſeen for a long Time, and tho' he has drank harc 
already; the Devil will tell him, Tis not manly if he don very 
Drink with him; fo he will comply with this alſo. Some: befo 
times one will pay more than his part to the Reckoning ; 
now the Devil will hurry him on to Call for more (tho nei 
ther he nor the Company have any need) to make himſelfJO u 
equal with the other; ſo he will call for more to the great bou 
hurt of himſelf and others. Thus are Men led Captive byſ thus 
the Devil from one ſtep to another, till their Nature is inꝗ boui 
flam'd after and by Drink. And the Drunkard takes great] Ter 
delight in merry Company, and cares not how much Tiimgſthe 
and Money he ſpends, - ſo he can but get Drink to ſatisf 
dis Craving Appetite. Thus are ee an evil Time 
2when it comes ſuddenly upon them. Now being ſenſible that 
tne Sin of Drunkenneſs and Tavern-haunting is that which 
our Earth groans under, and much increaſeth in this Land 


Lord will ſend Deſtruction upon us. Hiſtory tells us, That 


pour 


before the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, there was a Maqſtill 
& that went about the Streets, crying, Ve, Wa to Jeruſa and 
| I lem 
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nd what if I cry Wo, Wo to New- England Wo to 
he Drunkards, and the Tavern-haunters : V to: the 


hands - ſhall be given him, Ila. 3. 11. £ 


their precious Time in Sin and- Vanity, in Drinking 
offland fooliſh and finful Diſcourſe. Thoſe that frequent 
e- Taverns cannot be content to go alone; but will draw 
others with them. This thing becomes a ſnare of the 
e-f[Devil many times; for they that go away from their 
g- Iproper Buſineſs with vain Company to the Tavern, go out 
tofof God's Way, and enter on the Devil's Ground, and 
anſiſo are liable to Sin. Sometimes thoſe that are drawn a- 
neſway meet with an old Acquaintance, or Companions by 
whom they are drawn on to ſpend their Time and Money 
very ſinfully. Sometimes they are ſenſible of their Folly 
before they leave the Houſe, and complain of thoſe that 


ei- ſhould not have come, had not fuch a Man per ſtuaded me. 
ſelſ[ O unkind Man ! What haſt thou no Love for thy Neigh- 
eat bour; but muſt lead him into a ſnare. O thou that waft 
bylthus drawn into Sin, hadſt thou not better have kept a- 
in bout thy proper Buſineſs? Some by giving way to a ſaal! 
eat] Temptation have been ruined by it. You remember what 
meſthe Man vf God met with by yielding to the perſwaſions 
isfyfof the old Prophet, A Lian met and flew him. How ruin- 
mei ous is it for Men to run themſelves into Temptations, as all 
hatjthoſe do that go to Taverns among vain Company, and 
nich have no Buſineſs ? "There are many that join themſelves in 
nd Company at Taverns, and ſet themſelves down to Drink 
{ at 
['bqBelly ; no Soul to fave, nor Eternity io provide for. They 
"halfpour. down ſtrong Drink (fome of them) that they may 
Jadſtill theic Conſciences, and drive away all thoughts of Death 
uſaJand Eternity, ſo that they may have nothing to ſpoil their 


m | ſport 


Wicked for it ſhall-be Iii with him, for the reward of hit | 
"There are many that take great Liberty to fling away 


Iperſwaded them, ſaying, I hat a Fool was I to come hither ; 
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and Carouſe as tho' they had no God to ſerve but their 
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fport : Now there is all manner of debauch'd Diſcourſe, Ly 
ing for ſport, vain and frothy Diſcourſe, Curſing and Sweat 2 
ing: They cifſt off all Religion, and deſpiſe thoſe thalfthe 
profeſs it, eſpecially thoſe that run not into the ſame ex 
ceſs. Some if they have been reproved in Public by th Da 
Ambaſſadors of Chriſt are ſo vile as to Mock at them Da 
Sometimes this Crew is all united in their vain Diſcourſe ſpet 
Sometimes there atiſes a wicked Bantering among them 
and as that increaſes, their Anger increaſeth, till ſome will 
ſhow the reſemblance of Hell, in their Faces : Sometime 
they come to Blows, ſpill their Blood and bruiſe thei 
Fleſh, O! The madneſs there is in their Hearts while 
they Live ! How amazing is it that Profeſſors of Religionſſto t 
ſhould join in ſuch Diſorder and Confuſion ; but ſo it i tho 
that many do, and become vain Companions as well affrits, 
others. Now ſome of the Company will be minded tofſSpir 
Pay and be gone; but the other that has a deſire after more 
ſtrong Drink, will anſwer him, Ve bave not been our halffide 
Bowl a piece; fo they Diink a while langer, then ſomefſyou 
are for going, No ſay the other (that are ſet on Miſchief)ffern 
V hat makes you in ſuch a Hurry? Come, We will hau Hou 
each bis Bowl we will never baulk a good Cauſe; tis not e- pe 
a Day we are here, and our Tavern keeper muſt be main- pf ti 
tain d. So theſe Sinners will perſwade one another to ſtay. pre 
By ſuch things Drunkenneſs is increaſed, and much pre- ain 
cious Time ſpent in fin and vanity. But I'll not pretending 
to reckon up all their ſinful Practices and Actions; andfealli 
how many ways they draw one another into ſin. Were itplai 
not for ſuch ſinful and deviliſn Actions (for they act thut 
part of Devils one to another) and were it not for ſuch Invi Ton 
tations and Perſwaſions, there would not be ſo much ſinſtend 
committed. Some ſeem to ſet themſelves with might andſche 
main to deſtroy themſelves and others: They heap upfin t 
miſchief on one another; they are ſo violently ſet for Hellfand 
that they muſt draw others with them, Prov. 16. 2% The 
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And a Spur for Saints. 4 
I violent Man enticeth his Neighbour, and leadeth him into 
7 way that is not good : Nay, *tis ſo far from good, that tis 


onſiderate Heart to tremble, to fit in a Tavern Day after 


Pay; to ſee how they enſnare and cauſe one another to 
ſpend Time and Money finfully, They ſeem to have a 


Iche end of theſe things? Thus ſaith the Lord, This ſhall 
ou have at my hands, you ſhall lie down in Sorrow, Iſa. 50. 
11. O terrible words indeed They ſeem to carry a 
Mountains weight in them which will ſink vain Sinners in- 
ionto the bottom of Hell from whence there's no Recovery; 
t 18]tho' you now take ſuch Delight in pouring down hot Spi- 
| arits, the Time is coming, when you will not need theſe 

tofSpirits to warm you; but will cry, Oh for one 5 of 
orefW/ater to cool my Tongue I but all in vain. O Sinner, Con- 
vaiffider how many have gone before you, in the ſame Paths tha: 
mefyou now go in, who are now Cuffering the Vengeance of e- 
iet)ernal Fire: O what wou'd they give for thoſe - precious 
evefHours you now ſpend] in Sin and Vanity! Why won't you 
e- pe perſwaded to break off frem your Sin and leave the paths 
in- pf the Deſtroyer, and walk in Wiſdom's ways, whoſe ways 
tay. re ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths Peace. O you 
ore · Vain Companions which commit Iniquity with greedineſs, ha- 
ending no Ears to liſten to the Call of the Goſpel. God is 
andfcalling on you by the Miniſtty of the Word: You are told 
re itÞlainly what the end of a wicked Life is: You have your 
the Duty laid plainly before you: There is eternal Happineſs on 
ni Condition of Obedience; but you light all the offers and 
ſinſtenders of Mercy. The Lord has alſo call'd on you by 
andſhhe awful Deaths of others, who have been taken away 
um 
Hellfand have had no ſenſe nor reaſon to bewail their Sins: 
20 They Die ſenſeleſs and ſtupid, Many bring on Diſeaſes 


le 
Ei 
nile 


which 


= 


he way that leads down to Hell. It would make any 


Day, and behold the Actions of the vain People in this 


friendly way to deſtroy one another; but what ſhall be 
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in their Drunkenneſs. Many have gone quick to Hell, 
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which carry them away in a few Days. Some live long 
and endure. much pain and forrow ;. but don't ſorrow. to 


pentance. There ſeems to be little or no Hope of them 5 
E hardeſt off 
About Twelve Years ago there was a drunken Man W. 
ing into Merrimak River; and he begun to ſtagger and reer 


bout, ſtepping and tumbling farther and farther, till he ca 
into deep Water and was drowned in this awful, manner. 
receiv'd the Account. of ſome that ſaw the. terrible fig 
"This ſeem'd enough to have ſurprized all Drunkards and 
vern haunters, ſo as to have made them forſake their Sin 
but no Reformation could be diſcerned; they would not h 
this voice of Providence, e. 
. And Six Years ago the Lord call'd again in an aw 
manner by the Death of Two Drunkards in one Wee w: 
One of them I faw a few Days before his Death in Drin 
he was drowned in his Drunkenneſs; and the other dif. 
in hisDrunkenneſs in a very awful manner: They had ba. 
of them been hard Drinkers many Years; and anotiin t 
Man hang'd himſelf the ſame Week. The Death of t 
Men were known in many Places: But thoſe that tollo 
Hard after ſtrong Drink would not lay theſe awful Deaths 
heart, but went on ſtill in their Sin. | 
Now the. Six Years are come about again, the Lc ge, 
calls again to the Inhabitants of New-England ; he nqbw 
calls to theDrunkard, to the Tavern-haunter, the Idle Coſurt 
panion, the miſpender of precious Time, and the pi an 
fane Swearer : He ſpeaks by the Death of a miſeralſe ! 
Man. This Man was at a public Houſe in Drink, affh1y 
wou'd have had more; but was denied it: This ſet h ch 
in a Rage; and he did Curſe and Swear at a very vile Rath. 
(T received this Account from a ſober Man that heard bi of 
He went ſome. way from the Houſe ; but having leit ſo A 
imall-thing, he came back again: Now the Time me 
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dae Death drew on, he faid he would go and waſh him- 
0 : He goes alone into the Water, and ſwims ſome way from 
m gore, but returning back ended his miſerable Life. 
olf was drowned in Merrimatt River, on the firſt Day of 
hy 1729. A Lear and a Day which ought to be remem- 


reelſrhus Men drown their Reaſon with ſtrong Drink, and 
Hahn throw away their Lives. Sometimes their Bodies are 
Wen. d and laid in the Grave; But, Where is the Soul of 
lie Drunkard ? There's not the leaſt ſhadow of Hope for 
d H that has Gent bis Life in Sin, and Dies in Drunkenneſs. 1 
Sinf g, goes down into Hell to dwell with the Devils, and 
It I: the reſt of the drunken Cre that is gone before em; and 

c are many following hard after them, and will ſoon over- - 
them, | 8 | 
Vee was at a public Houſe, the next Day after this miſer- 
Dri Man's Death, ' where ſome had been relating this fad 

r d, and 1 ſaw one diſguiſed with Drink, and others as 
I. ba: and Jolly as if nothing ſtrange or awful had happen- 
nous: the Town. Theſe reſolute Sinners will not regard, 

t thi God come and ſmite one of their Company, and ſend 
How quick to Hell. O what ftupidity has ſeized the Heart 
the Han, that he will not act the part of a reaſonable Crea- 
Suppoſe you were driving Cattle or Horſes over ſome 
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Nge, and one ſhould fall thro', would the reſt willingly E. 
Nw ? No ſurely: They wou'd turn upon you, they wou'd 7 
Coſture on the Point of a Sword; yea, they wou'd run over 3 
pi and trample you under their Feet, rather than ſuffer the | | 
craly: Fate. But .carnal and ſecure Sinners (tho? it appears 3x 
„ Mah by the Lives of ſome that are gone before them, 
et hit they ate fallen down into Hell, yet) , will follor 
Ran. Tuo God's Law is againſt them, and the Minifſf. 


bi of God declare plainly that if they perſiſt in their l- 
Tory, they ſhall ſurely fall into Hell the Place of endlefs' 
me ments; yet they will purſue their Sin with all the e- 
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far from Righteouſneſs ; you that lay at Taverns Day af. 


your Family, or lay it out to pious Uſes, you conſume on 


ſome very awful Breaches made in ſome Families; and 


12 A Bridle for Sinners, 
gerneſs imaginable. O you ſtout hearted Sinners, that are = 


en 
vel 


ter Day, drinking and carouſing; you that ſtay late and Drink 
hard; when you return home to your Families. O how de 

ou Pray with 'em, or what a Poſture are you in to enter 
into your Cloſet, to hold ſecret Communion with the God 
of your Life, when you are in a maze with ſtrong Drink, 
nk your Mind full of Vanity. That Time you ſhould ſerve 
God in, and that Money wherewith you ſhould Provide for 


our Luſts* Have yeu forgot the anguiſh you were in the 
ight of the Earthquake? How did you promiſe Amend- 
ment if God wou'd ſpare you ; but you have abuſed his Pa- 
tience, and turned again to Folly. Some that I knew had 
been hard Drinkers, whom I ſaw in great Diſtreſs in that 
awful Night, who made many Promiſes ; theſe very Perſons 
have I ſeen divers Times ſince, diſguis'd with Drink, and 
their Mouths fill'd with debauch'd Diſcourſe. They have 


turn d as the Dog to his vomit, and as the Sew that was waſh-ſhh 
ed to her wallowing in the nure. Surely ſuch Perſons are 


in a dangerous Caſe : They are bordering on Deſtruction, uc 
Prov. 5, 22, 23. His own iniquity ſhall take the wicked th 
himſelf, and he ſhall be holden with the cards of his Sins, 
He ſhall Die without inſtruction, and in the greatneſs of his Folly 
he ſhall go aſtray. 8 55 

It is now a ſorrowful Time with us by reaſon oſ Sick - 
neſs Which prevails, in ſome Places eſpecially. There a 


what is now in the Womb of Providence who can tell! 

But ſurely God has not ended his Controverſy with us yet; 

for Men till go on in Sin, and keep up thoſe ſinful Pradlices 

which prove Ruinous to one another, 
I had thoughts of ſaying no more to Tavern-haunters as 

to their ſinful Practices; but one thing falls in my way that eg 

ougnt g be taken notice of, that js, Jain Companies layuai 
22 © - © © me 
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| And a Spur for Saints, 17 
ſnare for Innbolders themſelves, by urging em to Drink with 
em time after time, which proves pernicious to ſome Men. 


af. verily believe, there are ſome Men of an ingenious Tem- 
40 r, Courteous and Obliging, which might do well for this 


oft, were it not for this ſinful Practice. Some that don't 
(erEove Drink ſo well as to Drink by themſelves, are ruin'd . 
y thoſe that frequent their Houſes, There's another thing 
oves ruinous to Innholder's Families, and that is,T heſe vain 
ompanions giving Drink to the Children and Servants ; which 
rings them on from ſtep to ſtep to Drink hard, fo that 
any Families are ruin'd' by ſtrong Drink : Surely this is 
reatly owing to thoſe that frequent Taverns. 
They that ſpend their Time in Drinking and Carouſing 
ould do well to think of what Belſbazzer met with while 
his Cups and Jollity, Dan. ch. 5. There came an Hand, 
nd wrote on the Wall, which told him, He was weighed in 
be Ballance and found wanting. Terrible Words indeed! 
e had ſpent his Life in Sin and Vanity, and now found 
anting in the end of his Life, and had no Time to make 
Wp what was wanting; for That Night he was ſlain. The 
areFreat Men, and rich Men, and chief Captains, that ſpend 
on, uch Time in their jovial Frolicks wou'd do well to think 
kedſf the awful Meſſage that was ſent to Belſhazzer, leſt they 
1n5-So be found wanting. For the Night is coming (and 
"olly ey know not how ſoon) when they ſhall be ſlain : Death 
ill take them away, and they muſt appear before the Judge 
all the Earth, and give an Account of all their Actions 
dne in the Body. And if they have made a God of their 
elly, where will they flee to hide themſelves? Remember 
an | The Day is comicg when you will wiſh for thoſe 
et ours you now ſpend in Vanity. O the dreadful Agories 
1CES his Sin wilt bring on you in a dying Hour! Yea to 
Þ$ternity. There have been ſome that have had their Eyes 
as gpened at their Jaſt Hour, who have with dreadful Agonies 
thatK-fl:ed on their ſinful and vain Life; divers of my Ac- 
5 layuaintance which have been hard Drinkers. One of them 
hen lying on his Death-Bed would reckon up the Offers 
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Ful looking for of Judgment and fiery Indignation, to be pou 


Stone to hear the dying Groans of one that has ferv'd t 


vou ſpend your Days in Mirth and Jollity, and Jet your Soi n 
- Cups and vain Companions, yet this will but aggray; 


Jour Sins, forſake the Fooliſh, and turn to God, and ſe 


the Will of God, and come io lay on your Death-Bed, y 


24 A Bridle for Sinners, 
of Salvation which he had ſlighted ; He would relate 
Promiſes that were made him in Caſes of Obedience : All th 
he declared with Agony of Soul did not belong to him. Thi 
He would reckon up all the Threatnings which were again 
Him; Theſe he ſaid, He knew would fall upon him: 80 
died in dreadfu] Deſpair. | : 

Thus vain Men do flight Mercy when 'tis offer'd; h 
hen they can follow their Sins no longer, they wou'd | 
glad of Mercy, when there is none for them; but 4 fer 


out on them forever. It would even pierce an. Heart 


Devil and his Luſts all his Days; who bas /averl Darin 
rat ber than Light; and at laſt has his Eyes open'd, and ſe 
His Soul going down to the Pit of Deſtruction, where 
muſt lay bound under Chains of Darkneſs forever. Oy 
Fooliſh Men, Drunkards and Tavern-haunters ! Why u 


concerns lie by unregarded ? Altho' you now. delight in yc 
your Grief hereaſter. Had you not better now break 


Him in Sincerity ? You will find much more Comfart af 
Delight in a careful Walk with God, you would be fre n 
from many bitter Quarrels and Intanglements; you mig 0 
lie dawn in Peace and riſe in Peace and go about the Work 4 4 | 
your Calling, and enjoy ſweet Communion with God wh * 
you Live; and when you have ſerv'd your Generation 1 1 


will look back with comfort and ſay with Hezektiah, I d. 


nen r O Lord, hoo 1 have wwatked before thee in Truth, af Jeb 
done that which is right in thine Eyes; and when you leaf”, 


this World, you will fleep in You, and your Soul mou .- 
«ip to the Regions of Light above, to be with Jeſus, 2 4 
ihe Spirits of Ju? Mn made perſect; and at the Reſurmgf N 
ton, Body and Soul being united, you ſhall Aſcend wif : 
Chriſt and all the glorify'd Saints, and enter into the g L : 
rious Kingdom of God, and there partake of all the DF 
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Abts and Pleafures which God will beſtow on you. There- 
re let us all chooſe Wiſdoms ways; The Lord will give 
race and Glory, and no good thing will be withold from them 
Wat walk whrightly. But if we will not accept of a glori- 
as Chriſt as offer'd in the Goſpel, and yield a ſincere O- 
xdience to his Commands; but will go on in thoſe ways 
at lead down to the Chambers of Death, we ſhall feel the 


. ond Death which is Eternal. What ! Shall we prefer a 
Tv vaniſhing Pleaſures before eternal Happineſs ? Mell Sin- 
hi r, If Hell be thy Portion, thou haſt thy own» Choice ;. 


r God ſends his Ambaſſadors to invite all to come to hin. 
d partake of the Waters of Life fretly. 
We are told in the Word of God, That if we will break 

from our Sins and accept of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and 
d Obedience to his Commands, Heaven ſhall be our Por- 
> forever; but if we refuſe and turn a deaf Ear to the 


Nitations of the Goſpel and ſerve Satan and our own 
80 (ts, and ga in the ways that are not Good, then Hell 
| 0 ft be our Portion forever. But alas the Sinner takes up 


In Sin and Vanity: A merry Life he mult have, tho”. 
Elis at the end of it, and they will to Eternity bewail. | 
Fir madneſs. Vain Man will ſeek after his eternal Miſ- 
NF with all ſpeed. Some ride Poſt haſt to Deſtruction. 
0 have ſpent more than a thuſand Pounds at a Tavern: 
$ they might fill up the meaſure of their Sin, they ſeem. 
F&aſy till it be accompliſhed. Thus they make haſt to be 

ſerable and deſtroy themſelves. All thoſe that indulge 
mſelves in exceſs of Strong Drink, are at much Pains. 
Trouble to attain the end they are in purſuit of. Oh. 
1 w dangerous is it to follow after Strong Drink l Some- 
> Hes they that have accuſtom'd themſelves to hard Drink- 
1. when Diſtempers ſeize on them, are in great hazard; 
their Blood is inflamed, ſo that the Diſtemper will not 
p in ſuch aCourſe as in thoſe that are temperate. But what 

> dodily Health or Sickneſs. compar'd with that of the Soul? 
TP If Men did conſider what a future State is, and what the. 
e e Of Sin lead Men to, they would be afraid of the leaſt 
. 0 Sinner, can't you call to Mind ſome that have led 
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1 -A Bridle for Sinners, | 
a wicked Life, who have wiſhed for their miſpent Hours ig 
Why will you not prevent ſuch Reflections by improving 
your Time well? Your giving way to a ſmall 'Temptati 


on at firſt may prove your eternal Ruin: Therefore ſhu 
the paths of the Deftroyer, and don't travel on the Devil} v 
Ground; but_avaid the very Appearance of All Evil : AnGhem 
if you would ſhun all thoſe ways that lead to Deſtructionſan 
you muſt be ſhy of the Fools Paradiſe and hate Tavernil m 
haunting, It is a Time of great Degeneracy among uſhdy 
The Sin of Intemperance (in Drinking and other thing tc 
vails in the midft-of us: There is a greater Expence doſe 
um now, than there was Ten Years ago, eſpecially i, 
ſome Places, tis grown ſo common that nothing a'moln { 

mult be done without it. O that all high and low, ric 
and poor, would take heed that they be not enſnared and « 
carried away with the evil Cuſtoms of the Times : uc! 
him that thinks be flands, take heed left be fall. Let noi C 
think themſelves out of Danger of being overtaken with thi(o!: 
Sin of Intemperance. Let the Minifters watch, for.manflour 


fall by this Sin: The preacher of righteouſneſs (Noah) be 
came guilty of Drunkenneſs, O that the Judges and Juſtice 
and all that are in Authority, wou'd none of thiem indulgg. 4 
themſelves in hard Drinking. Is it not a pity, that Meſtray 
of bright parts, capable of doing much Service in the Worly « 
ſh>uld be ruin'd by ſtrong Drink. Let Chriſtians that arF th; 
vexed with the Converſation of the Wicked, watch at 
guard againſt this Sin, leaſt they be drawa into it, as righ 
teous Lot was. O let all watch againſt this growing Fn r 
quity ; and let's beg Grace from God, to enable us to ſta 
in this evil Day. We have an Account in the Scriptuthur: 
that Drunkenneſs abounded much in Judab before theon, 
Deſtruction. O let us fear and beware left ſome ſore Judgſher 
ment befall on us in this Land for the Sin of Drunkeſ Y, 
neſs which abounds among us. Let's walk in the way , t 
good Men and keep the paths of the Righteous ; for thi 
upright ſhall dwell in the Land, and the peifect ſhall remalz 
in it: But the Wicked ſhall be cut off from the Earth, a 
_ the Tranſereffars ſhall be rated aut of it, Prov. 2. 20, 21,22 
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Proceed to the Second thing propos'd, to ſpeak a few- 
words to Inn-holders and Sellers of ſtrong Drink. Re- 
zember, Sirs, There is a Day approaching, wherein every 
an's work-will be lay'd open' before all the World, and 
| muſt be judged according to their Works done in the 
ddy; therefore we ſhould cry earneſtly to God to enable 
sto order all our Actions, ſo, that at laſt we may hear 
(toſe bleſſed words from our glorious Judge, Well dene god 

ud faithful Servant, enter thou into the joy 7 thy Lord. I 
n ſenſible, by reaſon of the difficulty of your Calling, 
at you ſtand in need of abundance of Grace, courage 
d conduct, to enable you to be faithful therein. You ate 
uch expos'd to Temptations.. You ought to cry earneſtly. 
© God to enable you to withſtand 'em. You ought to be 
ſolute Chriftians, and keep: up the Worſhip of God in 
dur Families againſt all oppoſition. . But alas! Are they 
Wt many of you that neglect Prayer in your Families? 
Does not Conſcience fly in chy face, and ſay, Then art- 
Mean, that thro' the multitude of buſineſs neglecteſt to- 
ray to God in your Family Night and Morning? Or if 
du don't conſtantly neglect it? O how dreadful is the caſe: 
that Family that is reckon'd among the Heathen on whom 
te Lord will pour out his fury. Don't covet the World 
the loſs of your precious Souls. Remember Fudas, who 

r a few pence ſold his Lord and his Soul too, and is now - 
ſtanhffering for it in the place of everlaſting Burnings. Don't en- 
ptulſ@purage or indulge Perſons in exceflive Drinking: God bas 
7 onounced Woes againſt ſuch as forward Drunkenneſs in 
uoeFhers. 9 55 3 Sig 
kei You are in ſuch a Poſt, that you may, if faithful there- 
ay, hinder the Commiſhon of much Sin; but if you're un- 
r WEithful, you will occaſion muth Sin. Dont be too fami- 
malic with the vain perſons that frequent your houks; for. 
a 
[ ,2 
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18 A Bridle for Sinners, | 
then you'll loſe your Authority. Don't ſet and drink with, 
'em and ſo get a Snare to your Soul. There are ſome 
that give in their rec#ning Bowl after Perſons have been 
drinking ſometime : this has a natural tendency to draw on 
Perſons to ſpend their Time and Money ſinfully; ſuch 
things ſhou'd not be; for hereby you become guilty of o- 
ther Men's Sin. You ſhould hinder all unlawful Gaming in 
your Houſes ; for certainly you become guilty, if you allow 
Men to do thoſe things which are contrary to the Law d 
God and Man. But here you may ſay, 
1f we are fo flri to debar Perſons from hard drinking, 
gaming and waging, and fuch things by which we have vent for 
our Liquor, and by which we get our living; rf we prevent theſe 
things, and carry a firift hand over thoſe that frequent our Hou 
ſes, we ſhall not have wherewith to eat and arink and be cloath'd 
Sirs, Don't harbour ſuca thot's in your minds, as to i 
dulge Men in Sin and Rebellion againſt the Laws of Got 
and Man, for fear of Poverty. O be faithful to your ot 
Souls and the Souls of others, and God will provide for yo 
They that fear the Lord ſhall not want any good thing; but 
you ſhou'd be Poor in this World, and have a good Con 
ſcience, that is better than all the Riches of this Worl 
There are many travelling in theſe days to deſtruction ; ſur 
ly, *tis a ſorrowful ſight to ſee ſo many following ſtrong 
Drink to the ruin of themſelves Soul and Body. O bg 
careful not to join with them, and paſs along in the crow 
in the way that leads down to Hell. O be perſwaded t 
think thus with your ſelves, If I am unfaithful to God ang 
go on in Sin, and have no regard to walk in the fear of 
God, I muſt at laſt lie down in Sorrow; O the dreadf 
Company I ſhall have to eternity! Devils and damneFeret 
Spirits, and all forts of Sinners, and Drunkards innumerablÞab! 
muſt be my Companions, If this ſhould be thy Caſe, Readerfiion 
thou art undone forever. O let it be your great Care to gloſpre . 
rify God, and be faithful in your Calling, that you may aÞre 
laſt be partakers of that Reſt, which remains for the Peopl@roc 
of God, in the glorious Manſions above; ſee and conſideſſay, 
Prov, 4+ 13z to 19. CH Arad 
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CHAP. III.. 
 infilimes. *'Tis one of the crying Sins of our Land, under 
ow{vhich our Earth groans: We have heard as it were her 
Pravaling Pains. And the Lord has thundred out Threat- 
ings againſt the Profaners of his holy Sabbath. Tis fad 
noo ſee a People fo highly favour'd of the Lord, fo vain and 
farſfrothy in their Diſcourſe on the Sabbath. The Lord has 


cerning the Profanation of the Lord's Day. 


heſeſ6calt bountifully with us, in giving us Six Days of the Week, 


Ian For our own Employments, reſerving but one to be ſanctify'd 
o himſelf, and for our ſpiritual Good: For our ſtrict ob- 
rvation of the Lord's Day is in order to our Reſt in the 


3oFeavenly World. Ungrateful Sinners we are, if we take 
»wifihis holy Time and employ it in our own worldly Affairs. 


youf Tis aſtoniſhing to think how the Sabbath is profaned by 
ut iſnultitudes in this Land, eſpecially by the Seafaring Men; 
Jonſhea by thoſe that are Fiſhing and Coafting along the Ea. 
orldÞ:rn Shore. There's ſcarce One in Forty that has any regard 
ſureFo the Sabbath; they Sail many times on the Sabbath, when 
ronShere's no Occaſion for it. They leave a Harbour on Sa- 
O bÞurday Night or Sabbath Morning, when they are ſure they 
row@nuſt be out on the Lord's Day; and they are not ſo much 
d tfconcern'd for the eternal Welfar: of their Souls, as they 


| ane for their bodily Welfare, or a ſmall Trifle in this World. 


ir As for their Diſcourſe on the Sabbath, tis about their world- 
adfuly Affairs, laughing and telling Stories. There is no dif- 
mneFerence to be diſcern'd among many of them, between the 
-rablÞabbath and the other Days, as to their Diſcourſe and Ac- 
eaderfions, There are ſome of them Profeſſors of Religion, that 
> glofpre as vain and frothy in their Diſcourſe as others: They 
ay Are thoſe that Rebel againſt the Light, will not regard Re- 
eop|Þroof given them by the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt. Some will 
ſideſſay, Such a Miniſter talked very cloſely to us the laſt Sabbath; 
A Tad yet will profane the next as much as ever: Reproof 
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Proceed to the Third thing, to ſpeak a few words con- 
This is a Sin that appears with an open face in theſe 


4 Bridle for eee 
makes no impreſſion on them, nor will they regard God's 
awful Providences. | 

There was a Company of them in the Eaſtern parts el 
very deeply engaged on the Lord's Day, about their worldly 
Afﬀairs, and being reproved by one of a ſober Life in a mo- 
deft Manner. One of them took up Satan's Cauſe and 
did revile the Reprover; but not long after the Words of 
the wiſe Man were fulfilled ; for both he that was re- 
proved, and thoſe that were with him were loſt on March 
172, failing from the Eaſtward to Bofton ; and where 
' their Souls are, God knows. This I ſay, he that dies e 
in Sin, Dies to Live eternally miſerable. x Ss one wou'd Þ 
thing that ſuch awful Providences as this and many others, 
would awaken and ſtir them up to keep holy the Sabbath. 
But theſe things .will not do, unleſs the 14. of God ſet 
them home on their Hearts. O you vain Sinners, you not}: 
only break the Sabbath, but take God's Name in vain : 
You have Tongues that are ſet on Fire of Hell: profane 
Swearing is common among you; you think a word not F 
well ſpoken without a profane Oath at the end of it. Many 
times you wiſh Damnation on one another in your mad Fits. 
Now I teſtify the things which I have ſeen and known. 
If you had not the Commands of an holy and wiſe God to 
Obey ; ; and him to Glorify with your Bodies and Spirits 
which are his; and had you not Souls to take Care for, Inne 
which if you neglect will be eternally miſerable, I ſhouldſake; 
not be ſo much concern'd for you: But now my Soul ſhallÞ re 
weep for you in ſecret Places. But to return, How is ald 
the Sabbath profaned by many in Seaport Places; Many be-Nctio 
fore the Sun is down have been walking on their Wharftskoy” 
and talking about their worldly Affairs. Nay in Countryſ Toe 
Towns, how many are they tat talk about vain and fooli | 
things. Q how earthly minded are we? What can't w 
let the World alone one Day in ſeven ? Had we the Grace 
of God ruling in our Hearts, we ſhould have ſo much Re 
gard for the Glory of God and the Welfare of our Souls, eſus, 
to keep the Sabbath in a better manner than we do. C le | 


how 4 is Time ! and yet how Hour, compared wit ty 
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ternity, - a never-ending Eternity of Happineſs or Miſery 
lepends- on our well or ill Improvement of Time. O let 


n eſpecial manner let's improve our Soul Market Days; 
Ind let us beg of God to give us Grace that we may keep 
e World under our Feet on his holy Day, and that it 

Hay not be in our Hearts or Mouths on his holy Sab- 
eich. If we don't Repent and turn from our Sins to 
od, and keep his holy Day more ſtrictly than we have 
lone, I tremble to think what will befal us. O Lord, 
ity and Pardon us, Cure our Earthly-mindedneſs ; Turn us 
o thy ſelf : Sanctiſy our Hearts,” and enable us to ſan#tify 
Day, in order to our keeping a Sabbath of Reft with thy 
If in thy Kingdom above; thro the endleſs Ages of Eterni- 
v. Amen. | WI; | 8 
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not Proceed to the Fourth thing; Let all thoſe that are 
ny wider the Oath of Gad be careful to fulfil the Truſt 
its. Fommitted to them; and take a ſpecial Care of Public 
vn. flouſes, that there be good Orders maintain d. Endea- 
| toffour to ſuppreſs the Sin of Intemperance and miſpence of 
ious Time. Let Teſtimony be borne againſt Drunk- 
for, Fnneſs, and other ſcandalous Vices. Let . ſpecial Care be 
uldfkken that Seafaring Men don't break the Sabbath, &&c. 
hallÞ remember you that are under the Oath, you muſt be 
w Sfall'd to an Account for all your Omiſſions as well as 
be-ACtions, and for this in particular, how you have im- 
rf row d that Power and Authority that was committed to you. 
we 4: p00 "> $5: $24: $545.05: 055705; 1 $5570) : n 
. CHAP. V. * 
traci Now turn my Diſcourſe in a more ſpecial manner to my 
Re. fellow Chriſtians, the Followers of the Meek and Holy 
;, affſus, who have the Grace of God ruling in their Hearts. 
lt is a Time of great Degeneracy among us: Iniquity 
witÞ>unds, and the Love of many is grown cold, ſtrict God- 
neſs is lay d aſide. Let us call to mind our Baptiſmal Vow 
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s improve all our Time to prepare for Eternity, and in 


muſt not go back, and grow Cold as many do; but muſt ſtir 


- Goſpel Obedience. We have in a ſolemn manner profeſs d 
. Our ſelves to be the Children of the great. King of Heaven 


de known by their Garb, their different Apparel: And ſhal 
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foul Days and Evenings and go mertily away to their Spar 


22 A. Bridle for Sinners, 
and Engagement to be the Lord's, and remember our De 
dication of our ſelves to the Lord: We have ſworn, and 


up the Grace of God that is in us. Let us put on Courag 
and Reſolution ; ſtand up for the Glory of God and the 
Credit of our Holy Religion by yielding a true and fincerefſ}; 


and Earth. Suppoſe we ſhould ſee the Children of an earth - In 

ly King, playing, or paſſing along our ſtreets, among our 
Children in their rough and tatter'd Cloaths; would 

not the Children of the King, thoſe of he Royal Family 


not WE be diſcern'd, from others, (that don't profeſs them · 
ſelves the Children of fo glorious a 3 by our Cir- 
cumſpect Walk and Godly Converſatioun. 
How great is our Honoui to be called the Children of th 
living G. How careful ſhould we be to Walk as ſuch, 
There are ſome that are the Children of the Devil, and bis 


Luft they will do. How careful are they to watch all Op- 


portunities to do his Service, who will hereafter delight ino. 
tormenting them Shall not we take all Opportunities to Pont 
ſerve our good and merciful God, who has made us and hom 
preſery'd us all our Lives: who has fed and cloath'd us, and %, 
promiſed to ſupply all our Wants, and turn them to our 
reat Good in this World and eternal Happineſs in the 
orld to come? O who wou'd not ſerve ſuch a, God with 
Delight and Chearfulneſs ? . Y 
There are many that pick up all their broken Time 


and Gaming; How buſy are they in public Houſes, Drink get a 
ing and Carauſing ? How nimble is their Tongue in vani 


ty and the Devils Service; their thot's all runing HellwardFi11 y 


It ſeems as if the Devils ſtood by them and aſſiſted them infing. 
Jaking and Bantering, and raiſing ſuch Arguments as onljhat v 
tend to waſt precious Time, and make them more thorougqpuilt, 
in diſputing the Devils cauſe ; and to lead one another inf But 
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| And a Spur for Saints. 23 
to the ſnares of the Devil. They ſeem by their Actions to 
d ſay to one-another, Come let us ſerve the Prince of Dark- 
u neſs with the greateſt ſpeed, we will heap Guilt on one a- 
e nother as faſt as poſſible, The Lord will lead them forth, 
eg with the workers of Iniquity, to be puniſhed in eternal burn- 
iFings forever,” Fine 

Beloved, We ſee the Pains and Induſtry, the Invitations 
and perſwaſions, they uſe to draw one another into the path 
way to Hell: And ſhall not we be more careful to do the 
ervice of God, and walk in his ways ? Here is Wiſdom, 
aldto improve all our Time and Talents to the Honour and 
ly:Glory of God and our eternal Happineſs. - Let's take all 
allthe fag ends of our time, the foul Days and Evenings, in 
n-Fwhich others ſerve Satan and their own Luſts, and im- 
ir=Sprove them to our Creator's Glory. O the Privileges we 
joy, that when we are at Leiſure from our Work we can 
thetake the Bible or ſome other good Book and read and ſo- 
ch. ace ourſelves ! How pleaſant is it to ſet ih Quiet with our 
Families ; to Pray and Read with them, while others are 22 
d captive by Satan and their own Luſts, to their Con- 
ſion. They are filled with Confuſion, fore Quarrels and > 
ntentions that we, who improve our Time well, are free 
om. How quitely can we lie down and ſleep in Peace; 
I our God makes us to dwell in Safety) and ariſe next 8 
orning refreſh'd calm and eaſy in our Minds. But thoſe 
at are travelling to deſtruction (ſome of them) ſpend their | 
ime and Money, ſtay late and Drink hard, meet with many 
hard blow. and return home, if able, in the dark; there's 
eaſineſs in their Families by reaſon of their bad Husban- 
ty. They ariſe next Morning uneaſy and half maz'd ; they | 
Ft and gall themſelves for their Folly. | | 
We ſee plainly that Men take great Pains, are at much Coſt, 
ill wear out their Natures in a few Years, yea will bear any 
ing rather then be ſtopt in their Career. Amazed art thou 3K 

at will take ſo much Pains to load thy ſelf with Sin and 
rougFuilt, that you may be a fire brand of Hell to Eternity. 17 
But we, that are followers of the Holy Jeſus, muſt exer- 
File our ſelves in Godlineſs, brotherly Kindneſs, and Charity ; 
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deſire to profit by the word, let's be in Love with the An 


with the Miniſtry of the Word. Some have received remarf 
kable anſwers of their prayers. al 


1 | © his Intereſt in him, and he was filled with unſpeakable J that 


for a Blefling on their Endeavoursz but don't find the We 
make ſuch Impreſſion on us as ſome have expreſſed, we caſball be. 


Bride for Sinners, 
If theſe Graces are in us, and well improv'd by us we: /bal gs W 
not be barren nor unfruitful ; but bring forth Fruit that will 
be to the Glory of our Heavenly Father. If we deſire tf 


reap ſpiritual Bleſſings by the Word and Ordinances, we 
muſt attend to them with diligence and faithfulneſs. If v 


baſſors of Chtiſt, and look on them as Meſſengers of the Lern 
of tuft ſent to inſtruct us in the Myſtery of the Goſpel, and 

us in the way to our Father's Houſe. Lets think ne 
thing too much to do for them but ſow bountifully and rea 
bountifully. Pray earneſtly to God that his Bleſſing may g 


I know a Man, not long ago, who had labout'd long unſſor the 


der the hidings of God's Countenance, he pray'd earneſtly i Po 


the God of all Grace that he would direct his Servant tha atte 
ſhould Preach the next Sabbath, to ſuch a Subject, as ſhould1lit 
remove his Doubts and cauſe him to rejoice in Aſſurance ꝗernall 
his Intereſt in the Merit'of the Lord Jeſus. And it x ord 1 
the Lord to meet him in the way of his Ordinances: F@"nd we 
while the Miniſter was Preaching from thg laſt Verſe of thpeart | 
Epheſians, Grace be with all thoſe that lgghe Lord Jeſus hie ma 
in Sincerity ; the Lord gave him ſuch à Senſe of the Lovelingqpable 
of Chriſt, and his ſincere Love to him, that he did realigur He 


He continued in a Tranſport almoſt all Sermon-time ; Fwy kn 


wept for Joy in an extraordinary Manner. This Joy wÞeaven 


ſo great that it overpowered him, ſo that he could not ask een 1 
any more, at that time. If we are not liberal to them and doſpothing 


pray earneſtly for a Bleſſing to go with the Word preach'd, yo help 


don't know what we mils of. | 1 hat _ 
Here ſome may ſay we do conſiderable for them and pi 
ally 


find that Sweetneſs in the Ordinances as ſome do, we are pond we 
plex'd with vain-and-wordly tho'ts. Our tho'ts are-rovÞwait on 
to the end of the Earth, after Vanity or ſome worldly Afffy. Tt 
ſo chat we return from the Houſe of God, with as barren 
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as we went thither with. Let us examine what's the cauſe 


why we don't receive more Good from the Word. Don't 
Ie Love the world too well, and take too much Delight in 
reature Comforts? Do we take due Care to call in our 


Shot's from the World, before the Sabbath, and fix them on 
hings above? Are we not too ſlighty in our Preparations for 
e Lord's Day. Perhaps we Pray in our Families and 
Cloſets for a Bleſſing on the Ordinances ; but de we pray 
rvently ? Do we call to our help the Holy Spirit, to indite 
Pur Petitions for us? Do we toreſile in Prayer, with good old 
Wacob ? Do we enter into our Cloſets, and pour out our 
Pouls before the Lord, and bewail our Sin both original and 
al? Do we beg Pardon for all our negleQts to prepare 


xr the Word and Ordinances ? Do we confeſs that we have 


So Power to amend our ſelves, or prepare our ſelves aright 


attend on God? Do we feelingly Confeſs our utter in- 


bility to help ourſelves ? Are we ſenſible we muſt Periſh e- 
Sernally notwithſtanding the Means we enjoy; except the 
Tord take us into his hands and make us new Creatures, 
Ind work all our Works in us and for us, and give us an 


Heart to give back again to him, and a Spirit of Prayer that 


e may ſeek him aright, and Sanctify our Hearts for us and 


able us to Sanctify his Day, and ſet home the Word on 


r Hearts and cauſe us 'to water it with due Meditations ? 
P that the Lord would ſhew us what we are, that we might 
y know our ſelves that we can't move one flep toward 


othing of our ſelves. - Were we ſenſible we had no Power 
o help our ſelves, how careful ſhould we be to ſhun all thoſe 
ings that make us more Guilty and expoſe us to the Wrath 
God ; We ſhould cry to God and ſay, Me fall periſh e- 
ally unleſs thou help us. We ſhow'd ſay, Turn us and we 
ball be turned, Convert us and we ſhall be converted, Draw us, 
nd wwe ſhall rum after thee ; Prepare our hearts and we ſhall 
wait on thee in thy Ordinances, ſo as to become more ho- 
y. Then we ſhall bring forth _ that will be to thy . 
* f * a (3 


; 
7 


Heaven by our own Power! There's great difference be- 
ween ſaying we can do nothing, and feeling that we can do 


c 
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Holy and pray more fervently. I q Jl « 
elves with God and his ways the more we ſhall love then 


the oftener and more fervently we Pray and ſeek him, i ref: 
| amore we ſhall Love to do it. The more we attend the Duff gait 
of Meditation the more ſhall we delight in it. Let us MF not 
ditate more on Death and Eternity, on the terrible Day in 
udgment approaching; let's think more on Heaven aff ſorr 
H. O the good Effects theſe Tho'ts would have on F rit, 
Did we realize theie things we ſhould think more on my 
Glories of Heaven. Were we really in Love with Chriff and 
and Jonging to be with him in his glorious Manſions aboy /:s 
how careful ſhould we be to do thoſe things thai have a teff wit] 
dency to raiſe up our hearts to him. 52 kno 
O how was Auguftin fill d with thoughts of this gloridg Fan 
World above, when he was minded to write to Feraff Ded 
„The very day that Ferom died, he was in his ſt fore 


as 
„ had taken Pen, Ink and Paper to write of the Glo 
«© of Heaven, and ſuddenly, there ſhone a very great Li 
*< into his ſtudy with a ſweet Smell, and he tho't he h 
s theſe Words, © Auguſtin what deſt thou ? Doft thou thiÞitati, 
© to put the Sea into @ ſmall V:ſſel : When Heaven ſhall aff dien 
« from continual Motion thou ſhalt know what the Gloryſj and, 
„Heaven is, and not before; unleſs thou come to feel it af Wo! 
% now do.” Should we be often in ſecret Prayer and My Gra 
tations about the heavenly World, who knows what we ſho liftin 
receive ? ; Is bleſs 
Here I ſhall record one thing very remarkable, of one i Pray 
has ſeen as it were the Body of Heaven in its Clearng ing t 
{the Man at that Time ſaw nothing with his bodily Eyy tated 
for he ever cloſes his Eyes when he prays, and it hurts If beggi 
to ſee Men pray with their Eyes open] and why ſhof beſto 
ſuch a memorable thing be lay'd by un-improv'd- in this FEG 
clining Age? We don't know what Good it may do to ſoſ Her: 
the God of all Grace may ſet it home on ſome, and qui cryin 
en them in ſeeking after God, and ſerving him more faith ny ch 
I, (and this falls in our way, to incourage Perſons in A cr 


tatian and Sccret Prayer) you need not ſcruple the Tru 
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in the leaft, it was in the Year 1728.- I ſhall rehearſe 
us in his own Words as I have ſeen them in Writing. | 
« I having laboured under many Trials, both inward and. 
outward 'T roubles, about Twelve Years, tho” I had forme © 
refreſhing from the Spirit of God, and then clouded. a- 
gain: I fought the Lord in all his Ordinances ; but cou'd 
not find my Beloved. I made many Sotrowful Prayers 
in Secret, I went into my Cloſet forrowful and returned 
ſorrowful: But one Morning I found. myſelf lively in Spi- 
nit, and the Spirit of God was knocking at the door of 
ny Heart, and the Clouds of Darkneſs began to ſcatter, 
if and the Sun of Rigtiteoufneſs was riſen with healing in | 
of bis wings on my wounded Soul; and that Scrip ure came 
with Power on my Soul, Ariſe, be calleth thee { None | 
knows the Comfort I found from it. I having ended my | 
dp Family Worſhip, 'retir'd into Secret, to make renewed 1. 
Dedication of my ſelf to God and pour out my Soul be- 
fore him [ Reader, Mind what thou readeſt; if thou art 
Neglecter of ſecret Prayer, I pray the Lord to awaken | 
ee, by what thou readeft ; and if thou art a conſtant PraQti- | 
r of this Duty, thou may'ſt find ſomething worthy of thy | 
nitation and for thy Encouragement ] I having in Obe- 
dience to my Saviour's Command, entered into my Cloſet 
and ſhut my Door, and called in my Thoughts, from the 
World, and placed them on, God and Chriſt (by divine 
Grace aſſiſting me) and taking my Bible into my Hands, 
lifting up my Heart to God, intreated that he would 
bleſs his Word, and prepare my Heart to the Duty of 
Prayer. Then I read the 1oth Chap. of Mark; and com- 
ing to the 46th Verſe, I there found that which I medi- 
tated on ſome Time; as the blind Man ſat by the Way-fide 
begging : He wanted bodily, but I ſpiritual Favours to be 
beſtowed on me. And as the blind Man, when he knew 
is) } ESUS was pafling by, cried earneſtly unto him to have. 
i dercy on him; ſo J found that my Soul was longing and 
I crying earneſtly after the bleſſed JESUS for Mercy. Ma- 
ny charged the blind Man that he ſhould hold his Peace; but 
ge cried” the more earneſtly, Feſus, thou Son of Davids 


e to the Lord, in an everlaſting Covenant, to be his, : 
e to live a ſtrict ſelf-denying Life; but I knew it would not 
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© have Mercy on me ! ſo J found the World, the Fleſh andfzo n 
© the Devil charging me to hold my Peace: They would] was 
have had me neglect Duties, and forbear to offer up myſelf eng 
that 
the f 
hic 
neſs 


* do to conſult with Fleſh and Blood; fo I cried the more 
t earneſtly, They told the blind Man to be of good Comfort 
« for Jeſus called bim. O happy News to the blind Man my a 
This I applied w myſelf, being drawn by the Holy Spititſlong 
and made willing to accept of Chriſt on his own Terms me 1 
„ I found my Soul did prize Him above all Things; yeagmiſer 
& atcounted them but Dung, that I might win Chriſt and Mou! 
« found in Him; fo I was ſenſible the Lord called me aft tl 
ce really as he did the blind Man. And as the blind Magic 
© caft away his Garments, that he might go to Chriſt with poc 
cout Incumbrance; ſo I was willing to caſt away the Worlgot fir 
<« and the Vanities thereof, and alſo my own Righteouſneſſ**N, 
<« as filthy Rags. I deſired to go to Chriſt naked. I defiregmy } 
<< to accept of a Chriſt, of a whole Cbriſt wholly for all Salſſome 
e vation. And Feſus aſked the blind Man what he woulſrious 
© have done for him? He anſwer'd, Lord, that I might rgg\orig 
0 ceive my (natural) Sight / Theſe Words came with Powe, thi 
M hat wilt thou that I ſhall ds for thee ® The blind Mafjeme!: 
&« could not be more earneſt for his natural, than I was fqrreat 
« my ſpiritual Sight. Jeſus ſaid to the blind Man, Go threat 
« May, thy Faith hath made the? whale ; fo | deſited, hopqmem 


* 


& and believed, that by Faith J was intereſted in the SatiſLengt 


& faction of the Lord Jeſus ; and deſired I might follow hid to 
in the Way. I now reſolv'd, by Grace enabling, to talf/ the 


up all Duties in point of Performance, and lay them Ft ; a7 


« aſi de in point of Dependance. Thin, 
« This was ſome Part of my Meditation in the Morning/Zew 
<« after which | engaged in ſolemn Prayer to Almighty Goſt»g 
«© and confeſſed my Sins before him; and beg*d Grace] Ii. 
enable me to live to his Glory. And after Admirationſto ſee 
his Greatneſs, his glorious Majeſty and the Perfections G lori 
& his Nature; his Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Go 
« neſs and Truth; I acknowledged Him the Cicator 
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ſovereign Diſpoler of all Things ; and that He had a Right 
to make Laws for his Creatures to walk by ; and hat” he. 
was juſt in puniſhing for the Breach of them. I acknows 


that He might juſtly have caſt off all Mankind, as he did 
which I brought into the World with me, and my Prone- 


Iny actual Tranſgreſſions; acknowledging that He might 
it$long ago bave cut me down in and for my Sins, and caſt 
me into Hell, and He would have been juſt and I juſtly 
Imiſerable. Ii then admired his Condeſcention, in that He 
Jwould regard fallen Man, and had provided a SAviouR. 
for them, even the Lord JESUS CHRIST, by whoſe Sa- 
crifice He was become a Gop reconcilabſe; by whom I, 


lf finding Mercy. | 
Now while J was praying and * Supplication to 


relorigus City, ſhining exceeding bright. Surely, thought 


veel, this is the New. Jeruſalem, the heavenly City. I then 


fahemembred what I had read in'Revel. 24, concerning this 
 ſqpreat City, the heavenly Jeruſalem, that the Malls were 
threat and high, which | was now looking upon. I re- 
pdmembred kt 1 nad read that it lieth four ſquare, that the 
atifiLength, Breadth, and Height were equal ; and fo it appear- 


ta / the Sur to enlighten it, for the Glory of God diu lighten 


n r; and the Lamb is the Light thereby. 1 remembered tneſe 
Things, while I was viewing this glorious Place. I tho't, 


in Hew. glorious is this Place ! this is the Ciiy of the Great f 
©: by ; the Streets and Walls ſhining coding bright. 

* I fay no further, only this, that I had a great Deſire 
3 to ſee my SAVIOUR in this his Kingdom. Altho' the 
ns Olories of the City were ſo great ; yet 1 deſucd to ſce him 
500 S | 6&0 
r Wo 


i ledged myſelf guilty by the Fall of our firſt Parents; and 
Ihe fallen Angels. I acknowleged my depraved Nature,. 


neſs to depart from him. I bewail'd my original Sin and 


poor Sinner, might come into his Preſence with Hopes- | 


refſmy Judge, I fell into a Trance; I ſeemed to look thro! 
Home Darkneſs, and there was a Way opened into a glo- 
rious Place of Light. I now feem'd to enter into this 


hifed to me. I remembred I had read, the City had no need | 
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* **. whom my Soul loves. I ſeem'd to turn myſelf about 2 b. 
« caſt my Eyes on Him ſhining gloriouſly, being encircle or 
*« by a Multitude of ſhining ones. Ee A. 
* Then I loſt the Sight of theſe Things, and when I can me 
to myſelf,. I was weeping before the Lord; and tho” I ga as 
% ſome Account how I began my: Prayer; yet I can't i of 
how I ended it; for I was under a great Surprize at wh my 
had met with, and my Soul ſeemed to be uneaſy bF So! 
« cauſe confined in this Houſe of Clay. | wit 
I can give no Account how long I was viewing thF cot 
« glotious Place above; but I believe not long. | 
< Afterward I walked abroad, I beheld the World 2 dea 
* melancholly Place, nothing of Delight in it: The Tho my 
of what I had met with, cauſed many Tears to fall fre 
my Eyes. Then I told it to the deareſt Friend I had uf off 
* on Earth, who told me, I might find it hard Work to If ple: 
% {ieve. Whoſe Words I found true after ſome Time. how 
« After ſome Days I told it to. an Ambaſſador of the hq ſaw 
„ Jz$Us, with whom I had familiar Acquaintance ; wi teou 
* whom my weary Spirits had been refreſhed, telling hif 1 
<< of ſomething I had met with before, and how this camq Day 
and what Impreſſions it made on my Mind. I aſk d 
 * Thoughts of it; and after ſome Diſcourſe together, I cou 
«© told me, he thought I might take it as a Token of GON B 
** Love ; and advis'd me to keep it carefully, againft a tri my 
«* bl-ſeme Hour. He told me, He believ'd I ſhould me tatio 
with ſome Trials. And I had reaſon to think of Nor ty 
„ Words after a while. | ; 
« Now I enjoyed a Senſe of the Love of God {my l 
* and through Chrift, bro't home to my Soul by the Ha“ M 
% Ghoſt, the Comforter of all true Believers. I found r 
Soul on the Wing to Heaven many Days. I longed 
© take my Flight into the inviſible World, where I mig 
- < lie in the Buſom of my Redeemer forever. Sin now aj 
„ peared odious to me, and Holineſs appeared with Beaul 
* and Lovelineſs. I took ſuch Delight in God's Ordina 
ces and fecret Duties, that I was ready to ſay with tiffprayiu 
* P/aknift, that wy Mountain /lcod firong, aud 1 ſhould ds 
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© be moved. But after fonie Time it pleaſed the Lord, Who 


orders all Things well, to hide his Face, and | was trou- 


© bled; He let looſe the Adverſary of my Soul to trouble 
me, for I was ſorely vex'd with Temptation: It feem'd 
as if the Almighty had ſet nie as a Mark for the Enemy f 
of my Soul to ſhoot his fiery Darts at, which entered into 
my Soul! I was in great Darkneſs and Trouble; he 
Sorrows of my Heart were enlarged; my Beloved had 
withdrawn himſelf, and was gone. I ſought him, but 
t could not find him: I call'd him, but he gave me no 
Anſwer. I was fick of Love. I was ready to ſay to the 
u dear Children of God, wherever I ſaw them, if you find 
of my Beloved, tell him that I am fick of Love. 
off © I was hurried with this tho't, that I ſhould yet be caſt 
off and ſeparated from my Redeemer forever. Then I 
¶ pleaded the Promiſes of God; at length I remembred, 
how I had given my ſelf to God to be diſpoſed of as He 
ac ſaw would be moſt for his Glory: I knew he was Righ- 
vil teous, and could do no wrong to his Creatures; and if 
hiff it was his Will that I ſhould walk in Darkneſs all my 
nd Days, I muſt ſubmitto it : and after ſometime the Clouds 
I if began to ſcatter and the Sun to appear, I was greatly en- 
coura 
A But here I might have told you; that in the Time of 
rd my Trouble F was fo darken'd and buffeted with Temp- 
nel tations, that had I not told what I had ſeen to a Friend 
Hor two and taken it down in Writing, it ſeem'd as if I 
ſhould have been robbed of it ; but by theſe — * kept 
d {my hold of it. a 
Hel Moreover, there was one Text of Scripture that was 
at Comfort to me; Judges 13. 23. Manoab's Wife 
440 unto him, If the Lord were plead to kill u. he would 
not have ſhewed us all theſe thingi ; fo I thought, ſurely if 
me Lord had deſigned to caſt me off forever, ths would - 
Inot have ſo powerfully inclined my Heart to ſeek Him in 
the Ways of his own Appointment ; and cauſed me while 
 thpraying to Him, to fee the glorious Manſions above, and 
I'd my Heart with Love to Him. and to his Wes 
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r make me miſerable ; ſurely He will return and have Ming 
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e No, He would not have done fo, if He had deſign'd to 


1 Tu not tire your Patience, PII paß over many ght. 
and come to the laſt of the Relation. ] | go 
ow Twelve Months are paſſed over ſince I ſaw the glo- - / 


* 7 rious Manſions above, and had ſuch a Senſe of the Love Let 
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3 . Things i 


K of God towards me. I now adore and magnify that God with 
c who is Father, Son and holy Spirit, the Sovereign Diſch in | 


<« poſer of all Things, who has provided a Saviour for me; 


„ who has given me great Aſſurance of my Intereſt in his ld. 


« Favour, who has preſerv d me all my Life, and exer- 
&« cis d me with many Temptations, by which He has kept l. 
* me humble, and prevented that Pride which elſe might 
have riſen in my Heart. I praiſe him for the Smiles offfed, | 
« his Countenance, that I now enjoy. I now find Love tofþd I 
« Chrift, to Holineſs and the Ordinances of my God, andze v 
& to his Children; I now chooſe a ſtrict kelf-denying Life. I En 
« ſee ſuch aBeauty inHolineſs,that I Love it for it's own ſake cum 
«I now believe what he has ſhown to me was in Love toffnout 
© my Soul. I have ſuch realizing Views of unſeen and e- te to 
in my Mind, that this World and all the God 
« Glory thereof appear as Things of no Value: And whatſord, 


„ Trials I muſt yet paſs through in this World God onl) with 


© knows. This I am ſure of, that He is a Righteous Gody his-1 
4 and will do me no wron I do love Him, and will ſerveh*t thy 
« Him, by his Grace, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all tha Shall 
« Days of my Life; and I hope to enjoy Him in his King] God 
'« dom forever and ever, A MEN. du dre 

And now I don't record theſe Remarkables with that tho'tÞ no L 
that all that are conſtant in Meditation and ſecret Prayeſfſion ? 
ſhou'd receive the like: But I hope it will by th@averſ 
Bleſſing of God, quicken ſome to a more cloſe Wall. wi s tha 
him. Bleſſed are they that have net ſeen, and yet have Befople | 


* lGieved. SK lurk 


Now what remains is a brief Exhortation to my» fell ſea-f 
Chriſtians ; Be up and deing, and the Lord be with you, Way nd f 
* live mot A you wou'd live more happy. d aſid 


— — — —— 
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7 
J And a Spur or Saints. 3 
God that we enjoy a pious iniſtry in this Land. 3 v4 
e many excellent Helps : Happy we if we improve den 


5 
ght. O how happy hall we be when we leave this World, of ; 
50 


go to our Father's Houſe ! We have Salvation offered us. 
Hall we e ＋ if we neglect ſo great Salvation ? Heb. 2. 
Let's carefully uſe all the Mops that the Lord is favourin 
with, fo that the Work of Sanctification way be carri 
in us. 
Irnere are many Corruptions in the World, which we 
s.Jould purge ourſelves from. In @ great Houſe there are not 
Veſſels of Gold and Silver; but alſo of Wood and Earth, 
{ ſome to Honour and ſome to Diſhonour. If a Man will 
ge himſelf from theſe eſe be fhall be a V:ſſel unto Honour, ſanc- 
ied, and meet for the Meaſler's Uſe, — prepar d unto every 
d Work, as 5 read, 2. Tim. 2. 20, 21. Let us re- 
Ne what it is to be a Veſſel unto Honour, and we ſhall 
d Encouragement enough to perſwade us to a careful and 
umſpe& walk in this World. We can't be Veſſels to 
our if we continue indulgent to our Sins, and have no 
re to walk in all holy Converſation and Godlinefs, 
God is now calling aloud upon us in the Miniſtry of his 
Jord, and by his Providence. He has been threatning 
with ſudden Deſtruction, Don't we hear God calling 
his Providence, and threatning Judgments, Prepare fo 
veſt thy God, O New-England |! 
he Shall we yet ſleepin — and have only the Profeſſion 
ef Godlineſs, and not the Power thereof? Wake up 
u drowſy Chriſtian and careleſs Profeſſor ; what ſhall there 
i no Difference between you and them that make no Pro 7 
lion? O how is Religion wounded ' by the light and van 
nverſation of the Profeſſors of it! Do not thoſe man 
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s that prevail among us teſtify plainly, that we are a. as 
pple ripening apace for Deſtruction. He that has ſcen * = 
lukivg Places of Sinners, what Sins are committed both +> 
rin Men, and thoſe on Shore, mult needs be con- 
n'd for this Land. And, O how is Chriſtian Conference 9 


\ 

* 

d afide, and what Strangers are we become one to ano- 
the. | | 


— 


34 A Bridle for Sinner, 


ther on ſpiritual Accounts ! and how fad is it th 


T fore who walk moſt uprightly, are moſt deſpiſed bf Art 
meny. 4 ty | bri/tic 
I᷑ any ſhould fay with the holy Pſalmiſt, Come, hear alþngs 

| N. ge that frar God, and Þ'll declare what he hath done for mil) the 
da, (or publiſh as the Lord commanded the Man out dffiured 
wWbom he caſt a Legion of Devils, Go and fhew how gru 


g, God has done for thee.) The Man that declares the 
Wings, is the moſt lighted and deſpiſed by many. I 
very Name of Afurance, will expoſe a Man to the Seo 
[>> Of the World, tho the Man walk uprightly. Ay Brethrnſ, 
WES * things ought not to be. 5 | 
If ho would not be glad of Aſſurance on a Death-bed 
Let us labour for it now while in Health, (for ſure 1 ay 
ſuch a bleſſed Thing is attainable by the induſtrious Chrifgq jr 
2 N Grace) for Death knocks at the Door, —_—_ 
not long before we muſt all appear before the Judgment - da 
of CHRIST. 4 1 OY : 
Let thoſe that are mourning for want of Evidences f 
Heaven, not be diſcouraged ; for in due Time ye ſball res 
af ye faint not. Chriſt will not caſt off any that come 
him weary and heavy-laden with their Sins. Let your Cot 
verſation be as becomes Saints; and do not give way 
Deſpondency.. Let the Conſideration of God's ſendin 
Jon to ſave Sinners, encourage you to put your T Torld 
him, and rely on the all- ſufficient Righteouſneſs of a g 
rious Saviour: Tho” you have a dark Night of AMicti 
here ; yet in the Evening-tide it will be light 3 and if ye 
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> Sun ſhould ſet in a Cloud ; yet, if you have accepted oe ( 
> - glorious Chrift, in all his Offices, the Morning is comiſton, 
| 4 ' when it will ſurely be light: Altho* Sorrow may endure foe, 
Mist, yet Foy cometh in the Morning. Gr 
& * | Meditate much 'on the bleſſed Jeſus ; conſider his Lo 
| = - lineſs and his Compaſſion : How pitiful was he while 
2. Earth ! He ſent none away empty, that came to him wi 77,. 
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2 due Deſire to be healed in Body or Soul. 
N. , | 
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1 And a Spur for Saints. 35 
Art thou hungering and thirſting after Chriſt ? Dear 
hriſtian, thou art welcome to Him. The Soul that truly 
nes after Chrift prizeth Him above all Things. Were 
| the Glories of this World offer'd to ſuch a Soul, or an 
pred Intereſt in the bleſſed Jeſus, O how wou'd he con- 
Amn the World, and leap for Joy To accept of Chriſt. 
eld) happy Soul ! That hath ſuch a longing after Chriſt 
Maled in. thee, that doſt not go back; but preſs hard af- 
T$: Him. Doſt thou fee that thy own' Righteouſneſs is al- 
"S$eether inſufficient to juſtify thee, and that thou canſt not 
Ip thy ſelf, neither can the whole Creation help thee ; 
t only the perſect Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 3 that thou 
aGuſt be cloathed with, to appear before the glorious 
"Sod in? - | 
¶ If thou find thou art thus diſpoſed and convinced, be en- 
AAuraged, believe in Chriſt and thou art ſafe. But withal 
ow, He that believes in Chriſt will be careful to maintain 
$7 Yorks. If the old Man be put off, and the new Man 
t on, ſurely there will be a new Principle in the Soul, 
ich will put it ſelf torth into Act, even to endeavour 
ſrefully to do thoſe Things which are well. pleaſing to 
od, 
Let the Thoughts and Hope of eternal Happineſs in the 
ſorld above, encourage us under all our Troubles here. 
t us walk as Heirs of that Kingdom which cannot be 
aken. 
Now, That you who read, and I who write, may 


ion, and at laſt be received to eternal Reſt in the World 
Grace of God, what I am, tho I be Nothing, 


oy 

wil From the Houſe of my Pilgrimage, 
in the Wilderneſs of this World, 

Anno Domini 1729. 


ve Grace to glorify our God here by a holy Conver- Y 
ove, is the Deſire and Prayer of your Friend, Who am by - 


*, 


— — —— — — —— — * 


II 


— 


